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Steven Ehrlich Architects

Steven Ehrlich Architects

Steven Ehrich Architects(SEA) is imemationally recognzed for distinctive design.
Their approach 1o desgn extends the tradtions of architectural innovation and the
fusion of technology with cultural and emvironmental sensitivity. This approach has
bean recognized by both clients and peers through swch prestigious accolades as
seven MNational American Institute of Archnects(8l4) awards and recognition as the
2003 Femn of the Year by the Ameancan Institute of Architects, Califomia Council.

The architecture and planning of SEA is based on an engagement with the group and
the society for which the building designs are intended, a concapt we call
‘Multicutiural Modemism', The vitality of the architectural response draws it energy
from the needs, hopes and asprations of those who wall be wsing and influenced by
thie stnactures, The firm kstens, watches, kearns, and takes inspiration from the peopla
and forges that have the will 1o make a project happen: Deeply. considenng how
finished buildings can add meaning to normal interactions, the firm strives 1o be
inclushee in its design input and synthess. This openness, informed by expanence
and intuition, allows for a true community of participation, and results i buikings that
cilebrate people and place,

The methadaology for the design of all buildings s a straightforward approach 1o
function and an architectural expression concemed with : uSers and the comimunety |
a vemacular response o local climate and culture ; the Magraton of SpORtaNeoEs
social gathenings ; the intensity and contexd of lght and shadows | and the power of
simple forms and spaces. The firm understands and embraces the importance of
peophe and place and the necassity of axpressing the unique charactenstics of a
comamunity within the coitest of a functional, wellplanned facility.

Steven Ehrlich

In almost thirty years of practicing architecture with his Cubver City-based firm, Steven
Ehrlich has evolved a signature global design philosophy called' Multieultural
Modamism

The spinit of Multicuttural Modemism was kindied n Africa, where Ehrich practiced,
taught and chserved architectune duing a Soe-year PoSt-Unversity sojoum, Working in
Mamakech as a Peace Conps architect, and later traveling through the Sahara Desen
and teaching in Migeria, he was deeply affected by the wisdom and ecology of
inchpenous architectung,

After retuming to the United States in the e seventies 1o establish his practica in
southern Calfornia, Ehrich fused the formative idesls he lsamed a3 an ‘archetectural
anthvopologist’ in Africa with the dynamic influences of Los Angalas. In a vanety of
public and private commissions built for an operrminded chantale, ba has explored
indoor-ouldoor spaces, apphying Africa’s cooling courtyard paradigin to the benign
Califormia chmate, Stmulated by the dversity of Los Angeles's melting pot, he has
sought 1o bring people wogether for spontaneous social gatherngs theough-functional
simplicity of form. Continteng 1o travel widely in Asia, Latin Amenca and the Middie
East, Ehrfich has refined and adapted his flexible, inclhusie phiosophy of design.

Steeven Ehrich recesved his B.S. in 1968 from Rensselaer Pobtechnic Institute (ALP.L), in
Trery, Mew York. One year later he recenved his B. Arch from the same institution, with
honors. He joned the Peaca Corps for two years and was the first architect sent 1o
Marrakiech, Morocco. He taught architectune at Ahmadu Bello Uiniversity in Zara, Nigeria.
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al AlA (American Institute of Architects)
AlAMational Armerican Library Assocation, Robertson Branch Library, Los
Angeles, CA
AliNational Concrete Masonry Associaton, Child Cane Center, Cubser City, CA
Pad Curnirnins Libeasy, Crossioads Sehool @ Santa Monica, CA, ; (Asehitectura)
Schulrnan Resadence Brentwood, CA ; (Architecture)
GamaShow Natwork, Sony Pictures Enartainment - Cubver City, CA ; (imeniors)
Alaational Amancan Library Assocuten, Paul Commins Library, Sama
Monica, CA
AldMational Concrete Masonry Assocsation, Shatto Recreation Canter Los
Angeles, CA

California AlA

Kendall Sgquare Biotech Labaoratory, Cambridge, MA ; Merit Awaid

Steven Ehrch Architects AACT Finn of the Year Awand

LICLA Kinross Staging Bulding Memt Award, Al f Concrate Masonry Assoc.
of CA and NV

Bibhoteca Latincamenicana Merit Award, Al [ Concrete Masoney Assoc. of
CAand MV

National Awards
2008 Custorn Home Asward, - Grand Award - Waldiogel Rasidence Palo Aln, CA

Intenior Design Magazine Best of Year Award - Menit Award, Waldiogel
Feesidence, Palo Alto, CA

Custom Homee Award - Bernt Award, Boenbaun Residence Bevarly Hils, CA
Amencan Instaute of Steel Constructon - Presidential Award, San Bemarding
Valey College San Bemarding, CA

American Association of School Administrators/American Institute of
Architects/Councd of Educational Facility Plannars International Citation, San
Barnarding Valey Colege, San Bamanding, CA

Chicago Athenasum ;| Museumn of Architecture Design, Amencan Architectura
Auward, Kendall Sousare Biotech Labaratory, Cambridge. A2,

Boston Socmty of Architects Honor Award, Kendall Square Biotech Laborstory,
Cambricige, MA

Chicago Athenasum - Museumn of Architecture and Deasign, American
Aschitectune Avward, Canyon Residence, Santa Monica, CA
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Architect of the Month Steven Ehrlich Architects

Westwood Branch Library

HEErE BN

WESTWOOD BRANCH LIBRA

‘1 Location Los Angehes, USA Function Library
Site area 1,705" Bldg. area 1,301’ Total floor area 3,252y Stories 2FL Structure Steel

Finish Naturally-weathering copper, Burnished concrete block, Chear and translucent channel glass.
Fesin-impregnated wood paneds, Exposed structural steel frame(ext.)

Design participation Steven Ehdich Archilects Cllant City of Los Angeles Public Library System
Interior design Steven Ehdich Architects Landscape design Pamela Burlon & Co.

5 Structural enginesr William Koh & Associates Constructional engineer Sinanian Development Inc.
Photographer Declared in picture
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This about 1,300 library makes the most of its tight site with a key urban
strategy, used here for the first time by a Los Angeles branch Bbrary © three
layvers of underground parking. Visitors ara encouraged to linger in the open
plaza, which invites interaction with the street and community. The diverse
and durable exterior matenals, including copper, bumnished concrete block,
channel glass, and Parklex(resindimpregnated wood), menge seamiesshy
into the thwo-story entrance lobby. On the first floor is a meating room with
its own entrance, a gift to the public that is open to members of the com-

munity before, during, and after lbrary hours

The main reading room on the second floor expresses structural steel
columns and beams, and reveals a steel deck ceiling with acoustical prop-
erties. The room is arranged into vanous sections according to age and
reading interast. Expansive windows on the east wall admit substantial nat-
ural light all day and encourage library users 1o gaze at the greenery of the
neighbeoring cematery ; where Marilyn Monroe lies. The west wall diffuses
the oty wview of parking lots with the translucent channel glass, keeping the

focus on the serane views to the east.

142

1..3::"’3:-“! :Irl.J-;-J_ = :'i:> paoiigngs Bid o 20 |‘|: :-::-.l: X !:ut_.}*l-!_:l_l?.' 3E
8 2. HEE ClA OlEENH &2 OX iR A 2l0] =i%ict O TA ;“-_ﬂ.ll'.'l|

RS O
& R A0 =A gt el B Z3=|E
et 38

A ARERCH 186 2 S+7) Ol

[=]

U2 AIB VN &8 YEO IAAOICEL Hal, HRLEIR 48
WERRA A& oiF23 4

o IR ClelEl =
BE ENE Ol ugo

(fH AT SAE)
HEmE 25 3
Dido| a7t 2l 0] Pide] Al ST R AZID RS RuICHENA

HEdR ST
THEELL

2500 Q= F wRA| TEE 2 VI8 B2 PHED 8

IS i &EiC)
.-I‘-Ju"r'u. et

:- |::l!|lr4:.!: - C '5}«. :.:ll|l.':| 1{ i I'.'}" .'..:‘.: I (r

AR BEo (1 iz =29 FPAEE AHE FEA7ID

ST HIZ G0 Y= HEY Y2 oXje] USER AU + Ui sk 4G

o . Ll Ol Ol HIE O il oS
[+ :-"h._'.'-"l..l- AAT | il o — ] ';I"'-II-




|

el







W e—

(L]

H L8

EEEL T TN

B
&
=
&




146

East glavation
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West elevation

&

South elevation
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First ficor plan
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First basement floor plan
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